
Lou Vasselli reporting

ER Marc Walker has just 
returned from the Illinois Elks 
State meeting and their mes-
sage was New Members, New 
Members, New Members!

Looking at the Elks member 
web page there are 1,862 lodges with a total of 729,112 
current members.

For the fiscal year ending 3/31/21 the Elks added 30,814 
net new members. 1,506 lodges had a net increase in 
members and 280 lodges had a net loss.

The average age of Lodge members nationwide is 65.408 
years old.  012358

The largest lodge is The Greater Wildwood, NJ lodge 
which has a staggering 6,219 active members with an av-
erage age of 63.54 years old.  Here are the top 10 lodges:

The top 10 lodges are as follows:
Greater Wildwood, NJ No. 1896  6219
Punta Gorda, FL No. 2606  4901
Honolulu, HI No. 616   4182
Lake Havasu City, AZ No. 2399  3795
Sun City, AZ No. 2559   3297
Santa Maria, CA No. 1538  3141
Westbrook, CT No. 1784   3109
Bismarck-Mandan, ND No. 1199  3024
Summit, NJ No. 1246   2441
Newport Harbor, CA No. 1767  2431
Keizer, OR No. 2472   2264

Granted most of those lodges are in much smaller met-
ro areas and the lodge might be the best thing in town 
or they may have a golf course, swimming pool or other 
attractive amenities,  but the 1526 is way behind with 771 
members and have had a 24.81 percent drop in members 
in the last six years.  Ouch.  The 1526 is the 5th largest in 

the state of Illinois, and 182nd largest in the country.
Here is a chart with the membership count for the last six 
years:

It is easy to say, “well people don’t want these type of 
clubs anymore”, except that nationwide there was an 
increase in members, granted it was only .095%, but an 
increase nevertheless.  

Why did the 1526 lose so many members in the last six 
years?  Did we poorly execute recruitment drives?  Did 
that many members “move on”, did the 1526 not give what 
members wanted? 

What do you want to see from your Lodge?  What can we 
do better to have you come in and enjoy the facilities and 

volunteer to 
help our com-
munity?  
Remember, with 
an average age 
of 69.04, we will 
lose members. 

However, if we all work together and try to recruit our 
friends, family, neighbors, people who need a friend, sin-
gle people looking to meet people or people who want to 
help the community we will grow and prosper.  
PLEASE, LET’S US ALL PITCH IN!!

Membership, Membership, Membership



WANTED - MEMBERS SEEKING 
FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

Looking for a fun group of new friends?  
Looking to do good in the community?

Join the Welcome and Care Committee 
(WACC)!  We’re a committed and FUN 
group, meeting once per month, every 
2nd Tuesday at 6pm, in the Lodge Din-
ing Room.  

Come join us as we drive caring for our 
new and existing members.  Your ideas 
are highly valued.  Become a WACCO 
today! 

Call Joan Hooson for details.  
630-903-8020
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Wow summer blew by. 
Fall and dare I say the 
Holidays are not too far 
in the future. Talking to 
Sally dates are filling up so 
please make your holiday 
party reservations early. 

By the time you read 
this the upcoming IEA 
September meeting will 

be but a memory. I do know once again Covid is limiting some of 
our interaction in Springfield.  I can only pray that someday the 
Pandemic will be behind us. The club mask policy will remain.  As 
always, the health and safety of our members, guests and staff will 
be our top priority.

The message we keep getting from Grand Lodge and the IEA is 
membership, membership, membership. Truth of the matter, I con-
cur with that sentiment.  Our strength lies with our people.

The 1526 is blessed with some amazing members with a vast array 
of talents and the willingness to use those talents for the good of 
the Order and Community.  Unfortunately we still are fighting a 
declining membership.   Some of this is due to an aging population 
and an exodus from the state.  (As winter approaches I get it). The 
silver lining of Covid is our outdoor presence. 

The on going 1526 patio has given the Lodge an introduction to 
the surrounding community and more than a little interest in mem-
bership.  If you’re outside and somebody comes up to you, extol 
the virtues of the Order; please explain our mission.  Be welcoming 
and inviting (be Elks). While our Charitable work speaks for itself, 
we have the added benefit of an outstanding Club and Restaurant. 
A place to gather with friends and make new ones. There is always 
a smiling face at The Des Plaines Elks and an opportunity to be 
involved.  Please make it a point to bring in a potential member or 
get an old member reinstated.

Besides membership we also need more volunteers, Bingo, Raffle 
Sales, Welcome And Care, The Hoop Shoot, Soccer Shoot, Ameri-
canism, Scholarship and photography 

Or if you see need and have way to fill it bring it to the board we 
are always open to suggestions.  Do you have restaurant or busi-
ness experience and would like to be involved please let us know. 
Grand Lodge dictates we cannot advertise…but we can market.

I have to mention Esquire Joan Hooson’s Welcome and Care Com-
mittee is getting attention on the State and National Level. The 
Committee is a fantastic expression of what it means to be an Elk. 
Way to go Joan and crew.

Please try to make it to our October 5th Lodge Meeting. This is 
also the District Deputy Visit. Let’s give DD Mike Pender a big 1526 
welcome.  We have been using Constant Contact for our Email 
blast and electronic delivery of the Elkstooth. If you are not seeing 
these emails please check your settings (might be going to your 
spam folder). The fastest and most up to date info will be via email. 

As fall kicks off we will be having more events at the Lodge and 
club.   See you at the 1526 - Marc Walker, ER 



Need a banquet 
on a budget?

Have it at the Lodge!!!

Attractive packages avail-
able for parties of  

10—250 people in style

Providing the finest in Drapery and Ultrasonic 
Blind Cleaning services.  We Offer Professional dry 
cleaning done on premises, expert shirt laundry 
services , expert repairs and alterations.  One Stop 
does it all.

Drapery and Blind service is full service.  Just call 
and we do it all.

1060 Busse Highway—Park Ridge, IL  60068 
847 696 2440  

Elks Member owned and operated

www.aerisi.com



Secretary Message
 October 2021 

Coming into the second half 
of the Elks fiscal year, our 
membership should be con-
gratulated on maintaining the 
Lodge as a viable option in 
their entertainment sched-
ule. Due to their attendance 
and participation, we are still 
somewhat operational, doing 
better than a lot of other oper-

ations in the community. 

But it is to be remembered that the primary focus of the 
Elks is not as an entertainment provider. We are a fraternal 
organization, providing aid and assistance to the commu-
nity, to our children, and to our veterans. 
Though the Elks originally started as a social ‘club’, we 
have evolved into so much more. 

Our Lodge is consistently among the top lodges in the 
state, donating to the Elks Veterans Service organization 
and our state major project, the Illinois Children’s Care cor-
poration. In addition, we support other charitable groups 
within the community, such as various food pantries and 
others. 012472

This is due to your generosity and involvement. By partic-
ipating in the club events and enjoying the entertainment 
and the members activities, you are helping us to raise 
funds and awareness of and for these charitable organiza-
tions. 

Two of the Grand Lodge main annual programs are just 
kicking off their contests. The first is the Grand Lodge 
Essay Contest, the topic being “What does it mean to love 
your country?” Children in the grades 5-8 are given the 
opportunity to express themselves in how they see their 
country amid the times they are being brought up in. 

The second program is the Annual Scholarship awards. 
Over 500 students will win various amounts of prizes (up 
to $50,000) to assist them in the college careers. Between 
the Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student 
Scholarships and the Legacy Awards, there are a lot of 
opportunities for financial assistance for your children and 
your grandchildren available.  Information on both of the 
above is available in your lodge. 

As always, please participate in your Lodge. And if you 
have friends that have let their memberships lapse, please 
let them know that we can work with them to renew and 
reinstatement their membership. Without members and 
their involvement, there ares no Elks Lodges! 

Membership – 800       Delinquent - 94

Lodge of Sorrows
REMEMBERING OUR 

DEPARTED MEMBERS

Sorrows for October 2021 Tooth

David Wayne Smith passed on September 
13, 2021, a 61 year member of the Elks. 

Exalted Ruler 1972. 

“Fidelity embraces all.  It inculcates a devo-
tion tender as the Forget-Me-Not, everlast-
ing as the Amaranth, constant as the Ivy.  
May the records inscribed upon the tablets 
of love and memory inspire us to the faith-
ful practice of the precepts of our Order.  In 
renewing our fidelity to the memory of our 
departed Members, may we be inspired ever 
to a life of service to the living.  And may 
the Grace of God enable us to derive from 
this ceremony renewed confidence that be-
yond the shadows there is life everlasting.”

Excerpt, Elks Memorial Service

The Lodge of Sorrows is a tradition that 
dates back to the early days of Elkdom.  It 
is a stoic ceremony reserved for the mem-
bers of our Order and their families.  Upon 
the passing of a fellow member, the lodge 
officers, upon request, will eulogize the 
deceased during a formal ceremony at 
the wake or memorial of the deposed.

To submit a formal request for the Lodge 
of Sorrows ritual, please contact Secretary 
K.C. Ferguson at kcferg@the1526.com.  In 
order to secure the availability of all re-
quired officers, we as that you notify the 
lodge as early as possible with your request.

Sickness and Distress

If you know of a member who has been ill late-
ly, please let the Lodge Secretary know.  We 
would like to make sure that everyone is re-
membered in the Tooth and at our meetings.



Lodge Meetings:
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:30pm 

New WIFI Password: 
Elks4Life

Employee Group Plans

• Health Insurance

• Dental Insurance

• Life Insurance

• Vision Care Plans

• Disability Insurance

• Cancer & Critical Illness Insurance

Individual Plans
• Health Insurance
• Dental Insurance
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long-term Care Insurance
• Medicare Supplement Insurance
• Vision Care Plans
• Cancer & Critical Illness Insurance

YOUR BENEFIT STORE • CONTACT US!
5823 W. Irving Park Road • Chicago, IL 60634
773/685-4192 • www.pahlkeinsurance.com

Pahlke Pahlke
i n s u r a n c e a g e n c y
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Ask for PAUL 

PAHLKE



It’s on the HouseIt’s on the House
Words From the House Committee Chairman Bill Potratz Words From the House Committee Chairman Bill Potratz 

Like Tony LaRussa juggling his bullpen, we’re going to switch things up. Let’s start with the Oc-
tober House Committee message.

WE WANT TO BE THERE FOR YOU ESPECIALLY 
WHEN WE CANNOT BE THERE WITH YOU

The Club at The 1526 serves many purposes for our members. At a recent meeting, it 
was posited that only 10% of a Lodge’s membership is considered “active.” One would 
think there would be mounds of data as to the reason why members join and stay active, 
and how they stay active. Nein (speaking Oktoberfest,,, No). As we try to understand 
and serve our membership, the number and diversity of activities at The 1526 continue 
to grow. With Sunday Bears Football, the Lodge is quiet only on Mondays. This increase has caused our 
volunteers to supplement the staff in many capacities, often behind the scenes.

For as long as I can remember, I always wanted to “Go Behind The Scenes” or see “What’s Behind the Cur-
tain.” In third grade at St. Andrews in Chicago, I couldn’t wait to become an altar boy so that I could find out 
what’s behind the altar (lots of stories there, but for another time). As a lawyer, going up to the Judge for a 
sidebar, or going in back to his or her chambers for off-the-record talks, was always somewhat secretive and 
occasionally surprising.

Since the start of the pandemic, our volunteers have increasingly spent many hours behind the scenes at 
the Lodge trying to help out as a busser, bar back, server, gofer, etc. The different jobs done by our profes-
sional Lodge employees are extensive and diverse. Sally (Club Manager), Super Rafi (Building Operations 
Manager), Tim (Bartender-In-Chief), Tina (Hostess) and the other BOH (Back of the House) workers perform 
their jobs with aplomb, dexterity, and professionalism. These people are the backbone of the venue from 
which our Lodge operates. They cannot do it alone.

Which brings me to a recent behind the scenes experience which caused me to reflect upon and appreciate 
the beauty and significance of Elks Lodge 1526. Although fully vaccinated, I suffered a breakthrough infec-
tion of Covid. After 9 days of self-treatment and isolation at home, I was admitted to Northwest Community 
Hospital. For four days, I was isolated in a hospital room (overlooking Arlington Lakes Golf Course,,, what 
are the odds) with no visitors, bad television, superb medical treatment, very limited human contact and 
– did I mention – no visitors. The absolute hardest part of my Covid experience was the isolation and inabil-
ity to even hug my wife or have contact with family and friends (let alone go to work or the Lodge). During 
this time, I received touching cards from Joan Hooson, her Welcome and Care Committee, and multiple 
social media get wells. So thankful! Although my situation was nothing compared to what many people go 
through, the isolation caused serious reflection as to how other people handle such situations. Many of my 
thoughts were of escaping and returning to the Lodge to see friendly faces (starting with a Saturday night 
Trilogee event,,, they never sounded better). Clearly, The 1526 serves a deeper consequential and meaningful 
purpose, whether we gather in groups or sit alone at the bar or on the patio. Having a place to go, like Norm 
in Cheers returning to a place where everybody knows (or doesn’t) your name, is reassuring and cathartic.

I guess the thrust of my ramblings (Covid fog?) is that The 1526 provides a valued understated and under appreciated 
service to our Members. We might not know what you want, but we want to be there for you if you need us. How can 
we make The 1526 experience better for you? We see our Members as invited guests to a party and we are the hosts. 
It’s our job to make your 1526 experience a little bit better every visit.
Stay Safe and Healthy. Best Regards, Elks Nation,,, Bill Potratz House Committee Chairmanwgpotratz@yahoo.
com, elks1526picnic@gmail.com





Pet of the Month 
For Adoption 

Meet Bullwinkle!
Bullwinkle is a 
happy-go-lucky 
pup who ran into 
our hearts about 
as quickly as he 
can zoom around 
a room—lightning 
speed! 

Since he’s a very ac-
tive boy, he’s looking 
for a family that can 
match his energy 
and also help him 
find his center when 

he needs it.

Bullwinkle is playful, never one to turn down a 
snuggle (once he’s got his zooms out of course), and 
really loves a solid routine with structure and bound-
aries. To ensure Bullwinkle and his new forever fam-
ily are set up for success he has a required training 
deposit, but his adoption fee is waived!

Visit animalcareleague.org/dogs for more informa-
tion and to fill out Animal Care League’s adoption 
questionnaire.  

New Member Happy 
Hour

Come out to New Member Hap-
py Hour and make yourselves 
known to our newest members.!  
Thursday, October 21st at 8pm in 

the Fireside Room. 

Win at the Queen of Hearts, and stay to say HI to our 
newest members.  011310

Saturday Night Greeters Are Back

PER Mike Hozian is a strong proponent of having the 
Saturday Night Greeters at the front door to wel-
come members and guests alike to the 1526.

“I believe it is a good way to thank our members for 
coming in and getting to know their guests.  This will 
provide us the opportunity to share the Elks mes-
sage and recruit more members, Mike said”.

Here are our October Greeters
 
Saturday October  2nd  Michael Hozian PER
Saturday October 9th  Phyllis Perry
Saturday October 16th Lori Lichter PER
Saturday October  23rd Kathy Krivanek
Saturday October  30th Count Elkula Open House
Saturday Nov.7th  Judy Shimkus

Elks ENF Programs

The mission of the Elks National Foundation is to 
help Elks build stronger communities. We fulfill this 
pledge by investing in communities where Elks live 
and work. We provide tomorrow’s leaders, our youth, 
with lifelong skills; meet the needs of today’s vet-
erans; help the state Elks associations accomplish 
their charitable objectives; and fund projects that 
improve the quality of life in local Elks communities.

The Foundation’s budget for program services in the 
2021-22 fiscal year totals $36.4 million. For more info 
see https://www.elks.org/enf/ourgrants.cfm?m=enf1
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NEW MEMBER ALERT!

Watch out and welcome all our 
new members!  How?

Commit the 3rd or 4th 
Thursday each month 8:00pm 
at the Lodge For New
Member Happy Hour!   

Introduce your fabulous self to 
all our New Members.

Only you can make the Lodge 
great and welcoming.

Stay for bar bingo and win!

Welcome our new 
members!

Bill Costello
Nancy Feller
Susan Gallicho
Trish Gates
Mark Mayeshiro
Lorraine Nishimoto
Ron Nishimoto
Raymond Rosa
Tom Storniolo

October 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Th ursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

5:00 Fish Fry
7:00 Bunco
7:00 Chapter One

Rich Timm and 
Deborah 7:00pm

11:00 Elktoberfest
12:00 Bears Lions
1:00pm Elvis Show

Lodge Closed
4:00pm District Deputy 
Meeting
5:00pm “T” it up 
Tuesday
7:30pm Lodge Meeting

Lodge Bingo 6:30
Doors open at 4:30

Queen of Hearts 
and 50/50 Raffl  e
Drawing at 7:30pm

5:00pm Steak Night
5:00 Fish Fry
Karaoke 7:00pm

Big Brothers Vinyl
7:00pm

3:05 PM Bears VS 
Raiders

Lodge Closed

5:00 “T” it up Tuesday
6:30pm House 
Committee
WACCOS 6:00PM

Welcome and Care 
Committee

Lodge Bingo 6:30
Doors open at 4:30

Queen of Hearts 
and 50/50 Raffl  e
Drawing at 7:30pm

5:00 Fish Fry
5:00 All you can eat 
buff et
7:00pm Members 
Bingo

45 RPM 7:00pm

12:00p Bears Vs 
Packers

Lodge Closed
5:00 “T” it up Tuesday
7:30pm Lodge Meeting Lodge Bingo 6:30

Doors open at 4:30

Queen of Hearts 
and 50/50 Raffl  e
Drawing at 7:30pm
New Member 
Happy Hour 8:00p

5:00 Fish Fry

Entertainment TBA
Todd and the 10 
Pins 7:00p 

3:25pm Bears Vs 
Bucaneers

12:00pm Bears Vs 
49ers

Lodge Closed

5:00 “T” it up Tuesday
6:00pm House 
Committee
7:00pm Board of 
Directors Meeting

Lodge Bingo 6:30
Doors open at 4:30

Queen of Hearts 
and 50/50 Raffl  e
Drawing at 7:30pm

5:00 Fish Fry
6:00 First Step Dinner

7:00pm Paint and Sip

Lodge Halloween 
Party 7:00pm

Got a 
knack for 
writing?  
Or how 
about a 
love for 
Communi-
ty Events?  
We’re 
looking for 
a few good 

Elks to form a Publicity Team.  Whether 
you have a few minutes per month to 
jot down and submit “A SHORT” to 
local community papers, or attend a 
monthly or quarterly community meet-
ing (think Chamber of Commerce), the 
Des Plaines Elks need your help.  We 
also need a catchy name for this fun 
Team.  Contact Joan Hooson to join or 
ask questions.  630-903-8020.



important when handling food items that don’t get 
cooked like fresh pastries, lunch meat, fresh fruit, 
or items for salads. 

Norovirus Ready Toilet
Have you noticed that leafy greens are always 
linked to food borne outbreaks? That’s because 
they don’t get cooked. So if someone with dirty 
hands touches the leafy greens, well then you 
might be running to the restroom with Norovirus. 

Sarah Bootz, Registered and Licensed Dietitian

Talking Nutrition
With Sarah Bootz  

Registered and 
Licensed Dietitian     

The “flu” versus the 
“stomach flu” – do you 
know the difference?

Have you ever heard someone say I have the 
stomach flu? Well, they are full of bologna be-
cause there’s no such thing. There is Influenza 
or the “flu”, sometimes referred to as the upper 
respiratory flu. Many people get a shot each year 
to help prevent against the dominant strain of 
the flu (fingers crossed) because there are a lot 
of different strains. And, then there’s Norovirus. 
Most people who say, “I have the stomach flu” 
have Norovirus, a food borne illness.

According to the CDC, Norovirus is the leading 
cause of vomiting and diarrhea and is the leading 
cause of food borne illness in the United States. 
Outbreaks are very common – about 2,500 hap-
pen each year! And it’s very contagious – a small 
amount of the virus goes a long way. The worst 
part is that it’s transmitted from people with dirty 
hands after using the restroom (I hope you’re 
reading between the lines here – not after going 
#1) as well as contaminated water (meaning poop 
usually from animal runoff).   009753

So if these unwashed hands touch food you 
consume – BAM you could get sick. Symptoms 
of Norovirus include nausea, vomiting, stomach 
cramps, and diarrhea. Whereas, flu symptoms 
include fever, lethargy, muscle aches, sore throat, 
and cough. 

You might have heard Norovirus linked with 
cruise ships. It’s often referred to as the “cruise 
ship virus” (and one of the main reasons why you 
won’t catch me on a cruise). This usually happens 
because of the close living quarters, dining with 
others and the constant turnover of guests. Then 
crew can be infected and pass it onto passen-
gers. Doesn’t sound like a fun vacation to me. 

So how can you help stop the spread of Noro-
virus? WASH YOUR HANDS. This is especially 

Feeling 
Lucky?

September Membership Number Winners!!

Name of Member            ID*        Location

Robert White  012701 ER’s Column
Donald Caldwell 010599 It’s on the House
Robert Sabin  011385 People of the Lodge
Henry Staniec  012731 Nutrition
Gerbert Ehlers  006817 Lou’s Views

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!!

Rare opportunity to own 2 forever homes on the immaculate 
grounds of ST. Paul Cemetery in Skokie, IL. 

These plots are located with easy access on a scenic path. 

For inquiries please contact 
Sharon Clexton at 847 825 4945



The Lodge needs new members, for 
Vitality, growth, sustainability and to 

serve the community.

Try to recruit your: 

• friends
• family
• neighbors
• people who need a friend
• single people looking to meet people  
• people who want to help the community 

LET’S US ALL PITCH IN!!



Every night, as many as 40,000 veterans are living on the streets. Each with a different story, they all shared 
a common pledge: to support and defend this country. Their service is done. Now, it’s the Elks’ turn to serve.

In partnership with the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Elks National Veterans Service Commission has 
pledged to help end veteran homelessness, and ensure that every veteran has the safe, stable home they 
deserve.

To accomplish this goal, we need your help! Rally your Lodge members to get involved. Together, we can 
end veteran homelessness.  Read more about the program below to get started.

Welcome Home Kits
Most veterans move into their homes with nothing. Elks can help veterans establish their homes by building 
Welcome Home Kits. Generally, this kit would include some small furniture, kitchenware, and cleaning sup-
plies. Items can be new or used, donated or purchased.

Starting April 1, the ENVSC will reimburse up to $300 per kit and up to $500 for each kit that includes a bed 
(dependent on corresponding receipts).

Welcome Home Kit Forms are on-line only. You 
can access the form at the link below or at elks.
org/vets/kits.

Whether your Lodge wants to provide a few 
kits a year or a few kits a week, we’ve got you 
covered. Here are a few program guidelines to 
keep in mind.

A kit must include a variety of items. It may not 
include just one of two items.
Kits are intended exclusively for veterans exiting homelessness and moving into new homes.
Gift cards may not comprise more than $25 of any kit. Food may not comprise more than $25 of any kit.
We recommend that beds do not comprise more than $400 of any kit.  Ready to get started?  Find a partner 
to connect your Lodge with veterans in need. Speak with the facility and the veteran about their needs.

Get the community involved! Consider holding a supply drive to collect commonly needed items.
Deliver the kits to the veteran or your project! Many Lodges take photos with the veterans when they deliver 
the kits. (Check out our Instagram page for examples!)

Complete the form and upload your receipts on-line. You may include multiple kits on one form. We’ll send 
you a reimbursement check, in accordance with the receipts provided.

Stay in contact with the veterans! Having an Elk as an advocate and friend can further help these veterans to 
thrive in their new home. Consider the Adopt-a-Veteran program.

Elks
National 
Programs



Elks Fine Art Program

     
Elks Fine Art Program
Members, relatives and 
friends have been enjoying 
all the entertainment and 
activities of the summer 
months organized by the 
Elks House Committee.  

Kudos to you all.  Even though the Lodge itself has 
opened, outside activities continued to be popular.  
And now Fall is in the air!

I got to thinking, why is it called Fall, it’s Autumn!  
How did that come about?  And how did the sea-
son get two names?  So, as usual, I checked the 
internet.  We know that Autumn is the season of 
the year that comes between Summer and Winter.  
For those of us who live where there is a change 
of seasons, that is when the duration of daylight 
becomes noticeably shorter and the temperature 
cools so that the “crisp air pinches our cheeks,” it 
means that Autumn is in the air.

But how did Autumn become the only season with 
two names?  Before it was Autumn and Fall it was 
called “Harvest.”  At the time of the 16th century, 
“Harvest” was the term usually used to refer to the 
season, however, as more people gradually moved 
from working the land to living in towns, the word 
“Harvest” lost its reference to the time of year and 
came to refer only to the actual activity of reap-
ing, and “Autumn” and “Fall” began to replace it 
as referring to the season. The term “Fall”, during 
this era referred to the expression “fall of the leaf.” 
Then, later, the term “Fall” became nearly obso-
lete. As history tells it, when the colonists arrived 
in America the term “Fall,” became more common 
and Autumn also referred to the season.  So, now, 
that we have two names for the season, we have to 
blame the British.

Moving on and in case you forgot to look, our own 
Rose Bantz has four paintings on display, 3 in the 
Fireside Room and 1 in the Lobby.  In last month’s 
issue of the TOOTH, we talked about the pandemic 
and how it affected us by having to stay at home 
and the boredom this can generate.  Rose found 
herself in these circumstances.  

Rose has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Northern 
Illinois University and had been employed as a 
Graphic Artist and Art Teacher.  Her artist state-
ment, in part, that I have taken out of context, 
states:  “I’ve always loved Art Nouveau and Surre-
alism.  My main focus is composition and line….the 
illustrator side of me.  I usually work from photo-
graphs that I have taken from newspapers then 
piece together to make my own piece of work…..
the work then seems surreal.”  In the past she has 
been painting landscapes using scenes from her 
home, but those paintings now displayed at the 
Elks are the result of the confining circumstances 
of the pandemic.  Please take the time to visit the 
Fireside Room and the Lobby to view this interest-
ing artwork.

And now is the time to test YOUR abilities.  The 
Des Plaines Art Guild together with Elks Lodge 
No. 1526 are offering an opportunity to enjoy their 
“Paint N Sip” party scheduled for October 29, 
2021.  We can only accommodate 16 people, but 
this makes for a more personable family atmo-
sphere—since we’re all in the same boat—non-art

Paint N Sip Party

ists!!  But we have fun.  You can find flyers on the 
lobby table or ask at the bartender to get more 
information.  The bartender has the sign-up sheet.  
I have included a photo of one of the parties with 
all the proud attendees showing their completed 
work of art.

ELK MEMBERS, PLEASE, the display of art is open to all 
members, family and friends as well as members of our 
local art community.  You are all invited to participate.  
Who knows, you may find you have talent after attending 
one of the “Paint N Sip” parties.  Call me at 847 296 8530 
or email at kecj39@att.net to schedule a date.  And join us 
at the Lodge for all the fun, entertainment and activities.

Elaine Tejcek  





Remember the charge of your 
Leading Knight.....

“As Elks, we teach not alone 
the charity of alms, but the 
higher and nobler charity of 
thought, word, and deed.  

Our whole influence in life is 
determined by the good deeds we do rather than 
by the emotions we feel.  The kindliest feeling may 
vanish, the best resolve may be forgotten; but the 
influence of a good deed, honestly and promptly 
performed, will continue forever.”

Elks, let’s remember each other during these hard 
times.  Be intentional about your words and deeds, 
considering the impact even one word can have, 
good or bad.  

The Elks Motto is, “Do unto others, as we would they 
should do unto us.”  Our Elks charges and creeds, 
the impact we can have on others, are more real 

than the beverage in front of you.  

I challenge you this month to make 1 phone call per 
week to someone you know who might need a lis-
tening ear.  Charity suffers long and is kind.  As Elks, 
this is perhaps our greatest duty.

Joan Hooson, Esquire
630-903-8020

Please join me for the following:

Tuesday, October 12th @ 6pm - 
WACCOS - Welcome and Care 

Committee - Dining Room

Thursday, October 21@ 8pm - 
New Member Happy Hour

Words from the Lodge Esquire







October 2021

Hello all of you at the 1526.  So what should talk about this 
month?

Talk about me for a while...nah, talk about the weather, 
nope, talk about Covid, Hell NO!!  

Let’s talk about Bingo at the Lodge on 
Wednesday nights.

In the past several years, Jan Stein and now co-director 
Carol Graf have done an amazing job running bingo, a 
major revenue and charity event at the Lodge.  

Running Bingo is not for sissies, as you need to have a 
captain, that is there from 4:30pm until 10:30pm, you need 
6 people selling bingo books, you have one or two payout 
people there from 6:30pm until closing, you need a caller 
or 2, people to sell the pull tabs and special raffles.  At 
least 3 people for the Bonanza drawing and 2 people to 
staff the snack bar.

So she has to coordinate 17 people, 17 volunteers EVERY 
WEEK!!  Now Jan can be a bit cantankerous at times, but 
deep down, she is a devoted Elk having been involved 
with the Lady Elks for many years and now Bingo Chair-
person.  Her dedication to the Lodge and Bingo is amaz-
ing and as a Bingo volunteer myself, I know how much 
she cares and what an amazing job she does.  Thanks Jan, 
form all of us at the 1526.

By the way, if you haven’t played bingo on Wednesday 
nights, get yourself and a few friends to play, it should be 
on your bucket list of “different things to do”.

Let’s talk about Queen 
of Hearts/50/50

He is somewhat quiet, speaks softly on the microphone, 
tries to be low key, but Ed Pizza is the KING of the 
Queen of Hearts and 50/50 raffle.

Not only is he a dynamo selling machine during the 
Queen of Hearts and 50/50, but he has dedicated so 
much time and effort to the lodge that you need to be 
made aware of his dedication.

Besides being Chairman of the Queen, Ed initiated the 
50/50 raffle on Thursday nights that has generated over 
$40,000 in money for the lodge over the last few years.

Last year when the Lodge was closed, he sat in the lobby 
selling tickets on Thursday, Friday and Saturdays for 
hours on end.

He invented a ticket measuring device to streamline the 
selling of tickets and you can’t get in the door without Ed 
up selling you on the 50/50...

He manages every facet of the Queen with the help of 
trusted partner Kathy Phillips, and various substitutes, 
Marc Walker, Kathy Weist, Mary Carstens, Chris Duffiney, 
and a cast of hundreds.  Thanks Ed, for all you do.

Let’s talk about newer members doing 
a great job

Thanks to “newer” members Carol Graf, Lisa Polk, Sarah Bootz, 
Kathy Weist, Jeff Caudill, Marci Ozawa Angie Ohlson among 
others for doing so much for the Lodge right out of the box.  

These newer members are doing so much at the Lodge it is 
extremely gratifying to see.  Also thanks to Jeff Caudill for his 
incredible financial generosity. 



RE/MAX REALTORS 
330 E. Northwest Highway, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
Jim Grady - GRI - Broker/Manager
Office: (847) 259-0202 Cell: (847)226-5428
www.JimGradyHomes.com - Email: jim@jimgradyhomes.com

449 Vassar Lane, Des Plaines                     3 Bedrm    1 Bth                                              
Take advantage of this great opportunity. This DiMucci built brick ranch is located 
on a 55X144 lot, close to schools, parks, pools and shopping. Home is waiting for 
your updates and love. Estate sale, sold in "as is" condition.  
$259,900  UNDER CONTRACT

65 S. Meyer Court, Des Plaines                    4 Bedrm    2 Bth          
This Northshire brick ranch has just been painted, light and bright with gleaming 
beautiful hardwood floors. Thermo pane vinyl windows, full basement with bath and 
bedroom, den or workout room - your pick! Patio and a large 2 car garage. Walk to 
Cumberland Metra Station, park and Mariano’s just 2 blocks away. Estate sale, sold 
“as-is”.  $295,000.  UNDER CONTRACT

504 Country Lane, Des Plaines              2 Bedrm   2.1 Bth
Prime location...walk to town & train...Top quality all brick construction, plaster walls 
& hardwood floors, big windows, wood burning fireplace....perfect home for the ex-
tended family...full bath on all 3 levels...private back yard with mature landscaping....
Move-in ready...Easy to show, quick closing okay! 
PRICE REDUCED $225,000


