
Article by ER Marc Walker

Surrounded by family, friends and 
a assortment of Elks from the 1526, 
with some looking extra resplendent 
in their white tuxedos, the 2021-
2022 State Officers were installed 
Sunday morning May, 15th in 
Springfield, Illinois. 

The officers for this year consist 
of The 1526’s finest Jim Cusack, 
President, Todd Lindsay 1st VP, 
Floyd Schmidt 2nd VP, Marvin Leathers Secretary, George 
Hornung Treasurer, Brookfield’s Bob Rolewicz Chaplain, 
Chicago Northshore’s Mike Reilly Sergeant-at-Arms, our 

own Tom Bantz Tiler and 
Dave Koelling Organist.

It was nice to see so much 
participation from the North 
District on a state level. 

There was an amazing turnout 
from the 1526 membership and 
Jim’s family. The 1526 will be 
celebrating Jim’s achievement 

all year long!  Congratulations to all the new officers across 
the state.

Even though many sessions were not held due to Covid 
restraints. The recent announcements concerning the gains 
made in the fight against the Virus created a positive buzz 
across the whole meeting with multiple announcements of 
a return of activities for future meetings.  The excitement 

was palpable and the optimism spreading faster than the 
virus could.

Chris Duffiney Wins $1085 in Queen of Hearts

After several years of knocking on the door of the Queen of 
Hearts board, Chris Duffiney finally cashed in for a good 
winner, going home with $1,085 in the Queen of Hearts 
drawing in early May, 2021.  She picked number 14, her 
birthday...

Jim Cusack Inducted
 Illinois Elks

 Association President

Mike Riley



              Elks Tooth 2021 Advertising Pricing   
         
Ad Size  Single Per Month  3 Month Per Month  6 Month Per Month  12 Month Per Month
Business Card Ad         $25.00   $25.00    $60.00   $20.00    $90.00   $15.00    $120.00   $10.00 
Quarter Page Ad  $40.00   $40.00    $105.00   $35.00    $180.00   $30.00    $300.00   $25.00 
One Third Page Ad      $50.00   $50.00    $150.00   $50.00    $210.00   $35.00    $360.00   $30.00 
Half Page Ad  $75.00   $75.00    $210.00   $70.00    $390.00   $65.00    $720.00   $60.00 
Full Page Ad  $165.00   $165.00    $480.00   $160.00    $930.00   $155.00    $1,800.00   $150.00 
Rolling ad on Bar TV’s    $15.00   $5.00                   

Advertise in the Elks Tooth
Elks buy from Elks

Have a business or service you 
want to promote?  

Consider advertising in the Elks 
Tooth. 

 Reach over a 1,500 Active Elk 
Members each month with your 

unique message.



 Hello from the Exalted Ruler
Marc Walker
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The Elks Tooth
 Is an official publication of the BPOE

 Des Plaines Lodge #1526

Published at: 
495 Lee St. Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Published monthly, with one combined issue for July/August 
of each year.

Want to contact us?
Email:  elkstooth1526@gmail.com

Just getting home 
from the Illinois Elks 
annual meeting in 
Springfield.

Congratulations 
again to our new 
State President Jim 
Cusack and kudos 

to our Grand Lodge representative Tony Dardano 
for a fantastic nomination speech. 

PER Tom Bantz is Jim’s Tiler and the legendary 
Mike Reilly is Jim’s Sergeant-At-Arms.

The 1526 will also be hosting the state flag day cere-
mony on Saturday June 12th. This is a big honor for 
the 1526, please plan on attending.

Summer is almost here and the time is right for 
dancin in the streets…Well the parking lot at the 
1526 anyhow. 

It seems like the whole lodge is anticipating the re-
turn of our outdoor summer of fun. 

Thank you to the Durante Funeral Group for 
sponsoring the stage this summer. It will be a great 
summer of music, dancing and the return of the 
weekly outdoor bag’s tournament. 

Looking forward to the VooDoo Kings Custom Car 
Show on July 17th and there will be some outdoor 
movie nights (we have a blow up screen courtesy of 
PER John Straub). We are also picking a date for a 
Matt Alban’s Elvis Blue Hawaii night. 

The bar was set very high last summer and we con-
tinually look for ways to make the lodge and club 
better and we are looking forward to finally throwing 
away our masks and enjoy the company of our fellow 
Elks.  It does not matter which Lodge you’re at as 
there is always a cold drink, a smile and some pleas-
ant conversation waiting. 

Hope to See you at the 1526.



Potratz and Associates
Attorney at Law

30 North Lasalle
Suite 3800

Chicago, IL  60602
312 364 9100

Bill Potratz—Attorney At Law—Lodge Member And House Committee Chairman

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks - Lodge No. 1526 
495 Lee Street Des Plaines, IL 60016 847/824-1526 www.the1526.com 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS IN 2021 
 

 

 
Tuesday & Thursday Food Specials 

Hamburger or Cheeseburger – With Fries $ 6.00 
German Bratwurst – With Fries $ 6.00 
Tres (3) Tacos – With Rice & Refried Beans $ 6.00 
Italiano Meatballs – With Marinara, Mozzarella and Garlic Bread $ 6.00 
Flatbreads $ 6.00 
Chicken Salad Sandwich – With Cup Of Soup $ 6.00 

 

Thursday (Only) Food Specials 
Half Slab Ribs $ 14.95 
Full Slab Ribs $ 19.95 

 

Tuesday & Thursday Drink Specials 
4 Domestic Beers $ 10.00 
Guiness $ 4.00 
High Noon $ 2.00 

 
 

Elks Full Menu also available on Thursdays! 
 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING * MASKS 
“Lik_” Us on F[]_\ook @^_spl[in_s_lkslo^g_1526 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks - Lodge No. 1526 
495 Lee Street Des Plaines, IL 60016 847/824-1526 www.the1526.com 

 

FFRRIIDDAAYY  NNIIGGHHTT  BBIINNGGOO  
EVERY THIRD FRIDAY 

7:00 PM START 
 

  
 
 

Enjoy The 1526 Famous Friday Fish Fry! 
Multiple Games and Secondary Winners! 

Great Prizes! Guest Callers! 
50/50 Raffle! Pull Tabs Available! Other Stuff! 

 

FFrriiddaayy  BBiinnggoo  SSppeecciiaallss  
  

Flatbreads $ 5.00 
“Sprinkles” Super Premium Ice Cream (Cup) $ 5.00 
Assorted Liquors Served in Tiny Glasses $ 3.00 
Cans of Domestic Beer $ 2.00 
 
 

 
SOCIAL DISTANCING * MASKS 

“Lik_” Us on F[]_\ook @^_spl[in_s_lkslo^g_1526 

 
Join Elks members, their guests, 

friends, neighbors, and friends-of-
friends for “This is not  - or maybe 

it is - your Granny’s Bingo!!” 

 
The face you make when you lose 
Bingo to the person next to you.  

 

Pursuant To Grand Lodge Statute 16.050
Notice is Hereby Given that a vote 
Will be held June 22 on the Proposal 
From Vanguard Heating & Air Conditioning 
 to Replace The Large HVAC Unit For $35,940
 Located on the West Side of the Building.
This Proposal Will Be Read on the Floor
At the May 18th Lodge Meeting and a copy 
is available @ the lodge. This Money will be 
withdrawn from our investment account.



Secretary Message 
June 2021

It’s June in Elkdom and the 
summer is rapidly coming to 
meet us! After skipping a year, 
it will be nice to enjoy the 
season again! 

As everyone has seen, mem-
bership in the Elks and every 
other organization of this type 

is down. 

Membership is getting older and then there is the impact of 
the pandemic. The average age of our members is 69 years 
old, so we’re all kind of in the same boat. For now, what 
we’re attempting to do is contact some of members that have 
lapsed over the last year and get them to reinstate in the 
lodge. We feel that the lodge is a great place visit with some 
friends, and maybe make some new ones. If you know of any 
members that have lapsed, please contact them and try to get 
them to come back. Remember, our lodge does not survive 
on the dues from our members, but on their involvement in 
both the social and fraternal aspects of the organization. We 
are only as good and benevolent 
as our members. 

But again, summer is upon us!! The parties in the parking 
lot will be starting, the grills will be heating up. We will be 
possibly be stressing some our more immediate neighbors 
with outdoor Karaoke. As the vaccines hit and people start 
to socialize again, we can again provide the environment to 
enjoy and both see other Elks, but also partake in a number 
of the fraternal activities taking place. 

One of the larger more important events being planned for 
this month is the Illinois State Flag Day celebration. Thanks 
to our new State President, we will be hosting Illinois Elks at 
our Lodge. In addition to district officers, we will also have a 
number of National Elks Grand Lodge officers in attendance. 
This is occurring on June 12th and everyone should plan on 
attending to show your support for this important day. 

There are many other activities being planned at the lodge 
(see the House Committee Report and the Exalted Ruler 
message for further details) and even though we should 
maintain social distancing, our staff and House Committee 
has learned how to plan and manage events at the lodge that 
are safe for both our members and our staff. Please work with 
them to ensure the safety of all concerned. 

Total Members – 773  Delinquent - 126

Lodge of Sorrows
REMEMBERING OUR 
DEPARTED MEMBERS

Sorrows for June 2021 Tooth

Einar Dahl, passed on 04/23/2021, initiated 
on 07/18/1989, a 33 year member

Larry Bohl, passed on 04/15/2021, initiated 
on 08/18/2020, a 1 year member of the Elks. 

“Fidelity embraces all.  It inculcates a devotion ten-
der as the Forget-Me-Not, everlasting as the Ama-
ranth, constant as the Ivy.  May the records inscribed 
upon the tablets of love and memory inspire us to 
the faithful practice of the precepts of our Order.  In 
renewing our fidelity to the memory of our departed 
Members, may we be inspired ever to a life of service 
to the living.  And may the Grace of God enable us 
to derive from this ceremony renewed confidence 
that beyond the shadows there is life everlasting.”

Excerpt, Elks Memorial Service

The Lodge of Sorrows is a tradition that dates 
back to the early days of Elkdom.  It is a stoic 
ceremony reserved for the members of our Or-
der and their families.  Upon the passing of a fel-
low member, the lodge officers, upon request, 
will eulogize the deceased during a formal cer-
emony at the wake or memorial of the deposed.

To submit a formal request for the Lodge of Sorrows 
ritual, please contact Secretary K.C. Ferguson at 
kcferg@the1526.com.  In order to secure the avail-
ability of all required officers, we as that you noti-
fy the lodge as early as possible with your request.

Sickness and Distress

If you know of a member who has been ill late-
ly, please let the Lodge Secretary know.  We 
would like to make sure that everyone is re-
membered in the Tooth and at our meetings.



Providing the finest in Drapery and Ultrasonic 
Blind Cleaning services.  We Offer Professional dry 
cleaning done on premises, expert shirt laundry 
services , expert repairs and alterations.  One Stop 
does it all.

Drapery and Blind service is full service.  Just call 
and we do it all.

1060 Busse Highway—Park Ridge, IL  60068 
847 696 2440  

Elks Member owned and operated

Need a banquet 
on a  budget?

Have it at the Lodge!!!

Attractive packages avail-
able for parties of  

10—250 people in style

Announcing The 2021/2022
1526 Key Card Photo Contest

The photo must be submitted
 to the lodge secretary at 

kcferg@the1526.com 
between June 15th and July 31st 

via email with a subject line of
2021 Lodge 1526 Photo Contest.

As you have undoubtedly noticed, 
our membership cards for the past two years 
have used photographs for the lodge door key 

instead of the standard Elks logo. 
This year, we’d like to make a contest

 out of this process and invite any member
 of Elks Lodge #1526 to submit a photograph
 for judging by a select panel of our officers 

with the winning photo 
being used for next years door key. 



It’s on the HouseIt’s on the House
Words From the House Committee ChairmanWords From the House Committee Chairman

The questions heard most often around the Club in 
May were “What’s the Queen Up To?” or “Do we still 
need to wear a mask?” or “When are we going out-
side?” Per the Elks AnswerMan, the Queen of Hearts 
has crept over $25,000.00 and the Thursday crowds are 
growing larger. 

After June 1st you can ditch the mask if you’re fully 
vaccinated (plus 2 weeks). As for “going outside,” the 
plan was to kick off the outdoor activities (“Elkvinia” 
or “Elkapalooza”) on Saturday, May 29th with Lodge 
favorites “Side Effect.”  008508

Lou,,, Stop The Presses! As I revise this column on 
May 28th it looks like the weather will push the Grand 
Opening of the Patio back a week. We’ll start next 
weekend with Friday karaoke, AUCE Italian buffet, 
outdoor bags, and the Elks Picnic band “Todd and The 
Ten Pins,” 

Like many of you, “going outside” was what we did as 
kids every day during summer vacation. To the House 
Committee “going outside” means replicating and im-
proving the 2020 Summer Experience. 

A new configuration of the stage (and dance area) will 
improve sight-lines. The stage is sponsored by Mr. 
Wonderful, Gary Durante. The Bar Tent is being ex-
panded to provide quicker service. Incredible Saturday 
night entertainment has been booked. Watch for the 
twice-monthly schedule of  Sunday BBQs. 

Fantastic Special Events will include a Blue Hawaiian–
themed pig roast, VooDoo Car Show, Handyman “Tool 
Time” Bazaar, Karaoke–DJ–Open Mic musical entrees, 
Steak Night, bags and other outdoor games (tourna-
ments), and lots of other “stuff.” 

Speaking of “stuff,” there are plenty of other “things” in 
the works including  upcoming meat/liquor/treasures 
raffles, the very popular Baked Goods and Sweets Sale, 
a “Share Your Best Crock Pot Recipe” Day, and some 
new entertainers including a magician, comics, and 
perhaps even “Reptile Man.”

Stop The Presses Again! It now ap-
pears that the City of Des Plaines 
will soon issue new directives 
regarding outdoor activities. As I 
rewrite this column yet again, we 
may need to alter the “footprint” 
of the Elks Patio. 

Thankfully, the Lodge building 
and large parking lot afford sev-
eral options so that we can continue with our plans for 
the Summer of 2021. I’ve got to admit, however, that 
managing the Club in the last 14 months has been like 
juggling cats. 

Whenever we receive new government-issued direc-
tives, it reminds me of Michael Corleone in Godfather 
III (horrible movie, great quote), “Just when I thought I 
was out, they pull me back in!” 

Fear not Elks Nation, we’ve got a dedicated staff, the 
malleable Tim-The-Tender behind the bar, great vol-
unteers, patio experts Rafi and Dennis, and some hard 
working House Committee members who have gained 
valuable experience juggling cats in the last year. This 
leads to June’s House Committee Message (thank you 
Nelson Mandela):

IT ALWAYS SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT’S 
DONE.

Please continue to read the daily Eblasts and Facebook 
posts for activities and developments. Check out the 
flyer’s in the vestibule (kind of old school advertising). 
The best source of the most current information (and 
gossip) remains stopping by the Lodge – often – to 
enjoy The 1526 and find out what’s going on. Remem-
ber, the First Rule of Elks Club is “Tell all your friends 
about Elks Club!” See you on the Patio,,,, 

Best Regards Elks Nation,,,

Bill Potratz
House Committee Chairman
wgpotratz@yahoo.com - elks1526picnic@gmail.com



Lodge Meetings:
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:30pm 

New WIFI Password: 
Elks4Life

Employee Group Plans

• Health Insurance

• Dental Insurance

• Life Insurance

• Vision Care Plans

• Disability Insurance

• Cancer & Critical Illness Insurance

Individual Plans
• Health Insurance
• Dental Insurance
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long-term Care Insurance
• Medicare Supplement Insurance
• Vision Care Plans
• Cancer & Critical Illness Insurance

YOUR BENEFIT STORE • CONTACT US!
5823 W. Irving Park Road • Chicago, IL 60634
773/685-4192 • www.pahlkeinsurance.com

Pahlke Pahlke
i n s u r a n c e a g e n c y
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Ask for PAUL 

PAHLKE



Animal Care League’s Shelter Pets 
of the Month

Meet Fundito & Queso!
Fundito and Queso came to 
ACL as strays in November of 
2019. This mother/daughter 
duo weren’t used to people 
when we first met them, but 
they were clearly not feral. 
These cuties just needed some 
time to warm up to us and to 
learn that, actually, people are 
good!  007410

Now, Fundito and Queso are playful sweethearts and 
fully ready to be adopted. They have even become the 
welcome wagon to any new cat that comes in the room 
and are always affectionate/comforting to them. What 
amazing kitties!

Fundito and Queso have the potential to live with a 
cat-savvy dog and kids ages 15+. Give a mama and her 
baby a chance! These two deserve it!

Check out more info and see more photos at animalcare-
league.org/cats

Please let me know if you have any questions about this 
feature and thank you again!

Meet HUDSON!

Hudson is a happy, silly, wiggly 
little guy. His favorite activities 
include lounging on your couch 
and basking in the sun. While he 
does spend most of his days ‘rest-
ing his eyes,’ you can still expect 
quite a bit of spunk from him! 
He loves to get his energy out by 
doing scent work and sniffing out 
his favorite treats. 
Hudson is mostly potty trained 

in the home and thrives on structure and routine. He 

lacks quite a bit of confidence, so his ideal home includes 
a strong leader who can make him feel safe in the world 
around him. 

Hudson’s friends describe him as an adult-sized puppy 
because although he is 2 years old, he has never lost his 
puppy cuteness or his puppy mannerisms, such as his 
silly playfulness, his over-tired shenanigans, and his per-
ception of the environments he’s exposed to. 

He knows basic commands and is not a barker in the 
home. Hudson is going to make someone an amazing 
dog someday, maybe that someone is you!

Quinn Lentz, Development & Events Manager 
708 848-8155, ext 124 





PEOPLE of the Lodge with Mary Childers 
FEATURING AMY LOSKA

I probably first met Amy Loska when I was playing 
bridge at her parents’ 
home on Van Buren in the 
early 80’s.  The Loska kids 
were known for “pushing 
the envelope” in school 
asking the real questions 
that teachers usually 
glossed through until 
they had the challenging 
experience of dealing with 
a Loska! 

 
Knowing Amy’s parents as I did, we are better for their 
philosophy of being real, asking the questions that 
mattered, not taking a casual response for the waiting 
answer. 009508
 
Amy has carried that way of thinking as a woman, 
parent, friend, neighbor and active Des Plaines Elks 
Club member.  When you have a conversation with 
Amy, there is always a take away; never a waste of time 
talking about nothing.   
 
When you see Amy gliding in and out of the 1526 
central meeting place (the bar), going for a political-
ly incorrect smoke in these ever-cautious times, you 
would be surprised at the depth of her knowledge of all 
things Des Plaines – past and present as well as one of 
the best resources for any tradesperson a homeowner 
would need.   

For any of you reading this, the image of Robin Wright 
in the gem of a movie “The Princess Bride” is a strong 
parallel to Amy frequenting the 1526. 
 
 Amy’s personality is a throwback to the fun of the 50’s 
and sensitivity that has come with the 21st century.  You 
will always have an invigorating conversation with a 
stalwart member of the 1526. 
 
When I asked Amy what made her choose to be a 
member of the Elks organization, her words were 

“Where else can I eat, drink and gamble and have it go 
to a charitable cause?”  

As a reminder to those who have forgotten, the Elks 
started in New York City in the 1800’s as a drinking 
society for theatre actors after they had performed.  It is 
not all that different now with the valuable addition of 
supporting ALL branches of the military, veterans and 
children’s education. 
 
The next time you are 
at our local Elks Club, 
feel free to ask Amy 
her opinion on most 
anything; she will 
be happy to oblige.  
Don’t be surprised 
when you get a real 
response. 

Books delivered to the Vets

Thank you to Wheaton Elks Lodge # 2258 member 
Susan Jablonski who donated over 30 boxes of books 
to the new VA Library Book Drive. 

Thanks to Des Plaines members 
Jeff Caudill (pictured),Henry Kroeshell and Jim Dra-
go for helping unpack the giant donation. 
 

MARY CHILDERS

Amy Loska



1.  If you have a pet, pick up droppings immediately in 
your yard or surrounding area.

2.  Keep lids on trash cans.

3.  Clean up any spills near trash cans or spills in general 
including food or drinks – remember flies love gross, 
rotting things.

4.  If you’re serving food for a BBQ or picnic keep it cov-
ered with lids or saran wrap/foil or better yet, serve the 
food inside and let everyone come in to grab it.

5.  You can use outdoor fly sticky traps or bug zappers to 
keep them at bay.  004944

6. You could hire my dog – she’s an avid fly hunter! Her 
prices are reasonable – Elks discount!

So, what do you do if a fly lands on your food? Well, for 
me I won’t eat. Read above as to why…what you do is up 
to you. 

Happy eating Elks! 

Talking Nutrition
With Sarah Bootz  

Registered and
 Licensed Dietitian 

Shoo Fly Don’t Bother Me!

With the warm weather coming at 
us in full force, that usually means more people eating 
and drinking outside. And, if there’s food and drinks 
outside there are usually flies. 

When I was in college one of my professors was also 
a food service director for a hospital in the city. He 
gave his class this handout with an image of a fly on it 
and it said, “This is what happens when a fly lands on 
your food: Flies can’t eat solid food, so to soften it up 
they vomit on it. Then they stamp the vomit in until 
it’s a liquid, usually stamping in a few germs for good 
measure. Then when it’s good and runny, they suck it 
all back again, probably dropping some excrement at 
the same time. 

And then, when they’ve finished eating, it’s your turn.” 
I got that handout over 20 years ago and I still have it 
because it stuck with me so much! 

Flies are absolutely disgusting. They hang around trash 
and rotting things, and animal feces; and they spawn 
from filth! Flies love moisture and decaying materials 
to continue their breeding cycle. 

They also transmit bacteria and disease, like typhoid, 
E.coli, and tuberculosis to name a few. I don’t tell you 
this to gross you out, though it’s probably too late for 
that…I share this with you so you can protect yourself! 
Here are some tips to protect yourself when eating and 
drinking outside:

Feeling 
Lucky?

May Membership Number Winners!!

Name of Member            ID*        Location

Herbert Ehlers   006817 Feeling Lucky
Gerald Thiel  009590 Fine Arts   
Amelia Faxel  010345 Fine Arts 
Robert Alsaker  010855 Lou’s Views 
Per Dean Stewart 011291 Elks Care Elks Share

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!!

Rare opportunity to own 2 forever homes on the immaculate 
grounds of ST. Paul Cemetery in Skokie, IL. 

These plots are located with easy access on a scenic path. 

For inquiries please contact 
Sharon Clexton at 847 825 4945

011032
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FFoouurrtthh  FFrriiddaayy  ““TTrriivviiaa  ffoorr  cchhaarriittyy””  
HHoosstteedd  bbyy  DDoonn  KKoovviilliicc    

7:00 PM Start 
 

Something fishy is going on, Triviaphiles! 

We’re gonna need a bigger boat as worlds collide!  
 

FRIDAY FISH FRY MEETS THE  
“MASTER OF MINUTIAE” DON KOVILIC! 

 
 

 

 
 

PPllaayy  TThhee  GGaammee  OOff  KKiinnggss  --  EEnnjjooyy  FFiisshh  FFrryy  FFrriiddaayy  aanndd  TTrriivviiaa  SSppeecciiaallss    
  

Flatbreads $ 5.00 
Draft Beer $ 2.00 

 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING * MASKS 
“Lik_” Us on F[]_\ook @^_spl[in_s_lkslo^g_1526 



              Des Plaines    
Elks Lodge #1526     

96th Annual Flag Day Ceremony

Saturday June 12th 2021 1PM

Rain or Shine

Open to the Public

Safe distancing and face covering required

Please join the Des Plaines Elks along with local vet-

erans, scouts, citizens and the Illinois Elks Association 

State President Jim Cusack as we honor our American 

Flag with this Historic and Patriotic Ceremony!

Complimentary Lunch to follow



Elks Fine Art Program
 
April is gone.  It brought 
Easter and the Easter Bunny 
at the Elks.  It was glorious.  
Mother’s Day arrived with 
weather which was not glo-
rious.  But I’m sure most of 

you were able to once again hug your Mothers and 
be with the rest of the family.  Covid has certainly 
been a deterrent but rumor has it that the State 
will be opening up soon.  Late Spring will bring us 
the Pavilion at the 1526.  Last year’s “dinner on the 
pavement” was so successful, we are doing it again, 
only better. 

Our May and June artist, Leslie Scott, displayed 
his work during March and April 2020, just as 
the pandemic became a serious realization.  So, 

many or most of you did not have the privilege 
of viewing the work of this brilliant artist.  Les is 
a member of the Glenview Art League.  He grew 
up in a near north Chicago suburb attending both 
grammar school and high school in Evanston.  
Following graduation from Idaho State University, 
he attended Howard University Graduate School 
of Fine Art, left after three years to pursue an art 
career full time and eventually became a substitute 
art teacher for several years until his retirement.  
010085

While he worked with all mediums including oil, 

acrylic, pen and ink and digital based art, some 
years ago he drew interest in scratchboard.  By gaz-
ing at the moon on a clear, dark night, he thought 
“I can do that in scratchboard.”

I briefly described scratchboard in the last issue 
of the TOOTH so to follow up, from the 1930s to 
1959, it was one of the preferred techniques for 
medical, scientific and product illustration and 
was most effective for use in single-color book 
and newspaper printing.  In more recent years, 
it has made a comeback as 
an appealing medium for 
editorial illustrators of mag-
azines, ads, graphic novels 
and one-of-a kind pieces of 
fine art displayed in galleries 
and museums internationally 
and now at the ELKS again! 
(summarized from a Wikipe-
dia post)

Les uses a Masonite board of white knolin clay 
sprayed with black india ink.  Then using a vari-
ety of tools to scratch away the black ink from the 
board, the artist reveals more or less of the white 
clay underneath.  Unlike other drawing or painting 
methods adding the mid-tones and shadows, the 
scratchboard artist adds the highlights (probably 
using artists ink). In art we refer to that as “nega-
tive space.”  To be described at a later date.

The work you see is available for sale.  Check it out 
and consider it as your next birthday or holiday 
gift to a special person or even to fill that blank 
space on the wall at home.  Contact the artist di-
rectly.  Less Scott can be reached at 224-610-0682, 
or by email at les.scratchart@yahoo.com.

The display of art is open to all Elks members and 
friends as well as members of our local art com-
munity.  You are all invited to participate.  Call me 
at 847 296-8530 or email me at kecj39@att.net to 
schedule a date.  And, join us at the Lodge for all 
the fun and activities.  Also, consider volunteering 
for one of the many functions.





I write these columns and 
wonder if anybody reads them
No, I don’t write these for my personal entertain-
ment but for the betterment of the Lodge and to 
keep people informed of what is going on in 
LodgeLand.  Sometimes references to my person-
al life are used to make a certain point.

Last months column got more “comments” and 
discussion than all others combined.  Was it a bit 
“harsh” maybe...but sometimes tough love is need-
ed to get someones attention.  

I learned early in life you have to work for what 
you want...if you want a better lodge, don’t expect 
someone else to do it for you, roll up your sleeves 
and change it!

As time goes by, the world changes.  At the Lodge I 
have heard many times, “you should have seen how 
crowded this place was” older members said. 
 “People 4 deep at the bar and there were lines to 
get into the dining room on the weekends”.  It was 
the social hub of the near Northwest Suburbs.

And yes, those days are gone... for now.  

My Grandmother was a avid gambler and went 
to Las Vegas on full “comps” in the 60’s.  It was a 
glamorous time, where women dressed in their 
Sunday finest and men wore suits to the casino, 
while sipping on martinis and smoking only the 
finest cigars.

In her 80’s and 90’s she went back to Las Vegas after 
her second husband passed away and was appalled 
that everyone dressed in shorts, flip flops, “Italian” 

undershirts with the straps and women who should 
have been wearing “Moo-Moo’s” hiding their extra 
large posteriors but were instead wearing yoga 
pants that looked like they would explode at any 
moment.

I said, Gram, things change, it is no longer the 60’s. 
And yes things have changed at the Lodge also.  
However unlike Las Vegas, which none of us at the 
Lodge can change, we can change the Lodge for the 
better.

And that is why I wrote a column urging people 
to not just complain and be complacent but try to 
change what you don’t like about the Lodge.

This is a democracy at the 1526, we are all equal 
partners here.  If you have a suggestion, come to a 
lodge meeting or a committee meeting and make 
your thoughts known.  

I am throughly enjoying my time as an Elk; in a 
Trillion years I would have never thought I would 
be one, but after meeting so many great people here 
and having a blast every week, I joined.

I saw things that needed to be changed, like the 
Elkstooth, member communications, types of 
entertainment, better audio/visual experience at the 
lodge, so I jumped in and did something about it.

I am here every week for the Queen Drawing as 
MC, most Saturday nights to make sure the enter-
tainment is top notch and spend at least 40 hours 
a month on the Elkstooth and other media.  Am 
I happy I did all of this?  Yes, a resounding Yes, as 
I believe that my contributions have made a big 
difference and so can yours! 





As Lodge Esquire, the sacred-
ness of upholding Lodge Ritual 
is important to me, along with 
patriotism, and faithfulness to 
our country and Flag.

  I believe most of my fellow Elks 
share this value with me.  Fidelity is truly the reason I 
have remained an Elk.  

The beauty of our ceremonies is something we should 
strive to support and hold dear.  As such, I highly encour-
age all fellow Elks to invite your families and attend our 
upcoming Flag Day Ceremony on Saturday, June 12th.

Nothing says BPOE more than Flag Day.  The ceremony 
is brief, honorable, unifying, and well worth your time 
and effort.  Not to mention free food to follow!  What 
better way to educate our families and community than 
being present at this ritual, honoring our country and 
the freedoms so many have sacrificed to uphold.  It is our 
duty to stand for these sacred principles. 
Please also remember Independence Day right around 

the corner, too. Watch your Elks Tooth and E-blasts for 
information on these events. 

Support your family, community, country, and local Elks 
Lodge by heartily participating in our rituals and ceremo-
nies.  You will be glad you made the investment.

As we live to remain faithful to our Obligation,  please 
extend your “hands, with the hand of every Elk on the 
face of the earth” to welcome our newest members “in a 
spirit of fellowship”. 

These are our newest members, all initiated in April.  Be 
sure to step out and welcome any  Elk you see in our facil-
ity who may be sitting alone.  Whether new or returning, 
NO ELK SHOULD SIT ALONE!  

Welcome to these, our newest members.... Emerson Al-
ban, Joshua Caudill, Linda Dohnke, David Mabrito, 
Mary Muller, Brian Powell, James Schiavone, Judith 
Shimkus, Betty Sullivan, Donald Warke

Words from the Lodge Esquire



1847 & 1875 Webster Lane, Des Plaines                       Vacant Land                                              
Possible 8 home subdivision on a 300 foot deep lot by 268 feet wide.....Currently there are 3 
old rental homes on the property. Many newer homes in the area....close to Lake Park where 
you can enjoy Golfing, boating, and fishing.

$995,000

6759 W Forest Preserve Drive #301, Chicago     2 Bedrms  2 Baths          
Prime location! Park view! Sunny southern exposure- Floor to ceiling windows- Big balcony 
opens to tall trees, walking path, fountain & gazebo-Secure elevator building with heated 
garage & private laundry room - Lots of parking - Kitchen with island - Like new condition- 
Quiet- Adult community- Pets Welcome! Great investment opportunity.

$274,000

1365 Ashland Avenue #301, Des Plaines  2 Bedrm  2 Baths
Prime in-town location...Northeast Corner, 2bedroom/2bathroom... Updated kitchen & 
baths, wood floors...Secure Elevator building with heated garage and private in-unit laun-
dry...Sunrises on your 3rd floor balcony.

$189,000

RE/MAX REALTORS 
330 E. Northwest Highway, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
Jim Grady - GRI - Broker/Manager
Office: (847) 259-0202 Cell: (847)226-5428
www.JimGradyHomes.com - Email: jim@jimgradyhomes.com


